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Northern Exposure
L
The American ambassador to Finland and his wife
take the chill out of their official residence with contemporary art
and a casual attitude toward family life

Written and produced by Senga Mortimer « Photography by Willkm Wialdron
Srvled by Carolyn Engleficld

Wimar in tha vibsran, chamning Finniah caplial ol Helsinkd &, without a
gount. the longest, cartkost, colonst seascn of tha vear, Afterall, the
rodnern part of Finiand pokes me thirArche Gince, whane most of the
inhabitanis are Lapanders, reindear, and polar eare. The Finna am,
by and karge, membons of an codromay wel-gducaled, consoantiols,
kaws-abdcing, and unlairly beautiful Nardis race, whose radiant well
bairyg Dalies @ hormendous history of invasiona by virctuelly all her morg
powsnriLl and pugnacious neghibors. The Fitms have alwarys held their
nation together, surivied, Bnd cveniualy proapaned.

Even g0, this closa-knit and Sourtgeous countny namars somatisng
of & myslary boamost Amencans—and until A few yoars ago thal roup
inclutor fas United Siales ambassacar bo Finland, Earle Mack abusi-
nessman, philenihwopis!, and ardani patron of the arts, his bnllaniand
b il witin, Crarned, and thesr lwo childnen, Ancim and Baatrice.

Camol Mack admits that when sha first leamned of hor husband's
Seandinayvian posting, "t did seem a bil isolabed.” Befone the farmihy
arrived a year and & hafl ago, howevar, her resanich revienlaed that
Helsinkl was and of the twio safest aitiss in Europse e ol 65 L
enboug), Once they were ensconcad, they nealized That mast pecoe
i 1 country s o spaak English, tha natives ane mora ilely 1o 15-
1 §o the Aclling Stones than Jean Sihelius, and there's hardly any
traffic. s smal wonder tha the Macks fell in ks with tho city.

Mow, one of the bighles! and codest spots in tern 5 the ambassa
dior s resiclencn. Becausa, 2 soon as tha family settied in, Carcl engaged
bartnttan-tased designer Todd Romano and bxiogn the task of trans-
lonming Bn Austens govamment procory o o kmily-ireendy home

The Bullting itsell has a distinguished Amanican padigrae. [t was
dasignad by sechitec! Harry T, Lindbarg, & Swoedish-Amencan who



Garal Mk i e dining room of the LS. armbassa
i @ rgilldgmce i Mg inki, which she decomied with
14 telg af Todd Ramano: Ehe puainng. Uinifliacl, by
Eriz Frasmaa, i from the Macks' parsonal collooton
and Eho changdater, dinimg tables, and chairs, g
much al B Turmdure in the Bouse. are ite propeesy &
Ehi UL, Stole Deportimsnl. Fasing pags: An gneii.
lecl's dramimg of The UL 5. Ingaiicn, deslgned by My
T. Limdbang and oomqlofed i6 b0 Bod Rslsors s






Ambasnador and Mre, Maok nas ihsir fesstdemen i
Helsankl, Crockwisg Irom top loft: A palr of socel segical
mares hakrs, Danakd Baschiosrs Lindmtied printisg, and a
b ol Gl -oo-pap e deasnineg s by Adonio Murada abave
Wit geoad croameam from Gand Maok's colsetian
Aywtin, 0 padnting by Alow Katz, and & side lnble covaied
1 Burnbaya Gliced Chinte rom Branschwin & Fos in fha
—drwmiifj roam, & pair ol lJ:.r.' Mnllmanin alohésgs and o
___idawing by Amgeio Murscdo ane deplaged in B Bbeary;
i garglan saal & fram dokn Bosssdil Intha dining room,
Ross Blacknas's FalWag Dirgds T and Genl Mack's colog
Rioet GF 18- @nd 180h-ceslury Delll porcalaln. A palr
Bl abonlrod-vaead Chilbeds garden vools noxi Lo Toedd
Aosnnneg th.ll_wlﬂlul.lrl ghaurg wphelsianed n lirsn ol vnd
frodn Cheiatnphar Narsianc tha print on fhe manbal @
Pinasso’s 1984 Bugle d'Momme Barbe. Seo Rosowmea
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